
  

 

MCAS Testing Dates 
 
Monday, March 24th Grade 3 Reading Session 1  
Tuesday, March 25th   Grade 4 Long Composition  
Wed., March 26th    Grade 3 Reading Session 2  
         Grade 5 Reading Session 1  
Thurs., March 27th   Grade 3 Reading Session 3  
         Grade 5 Reading Session 2  
Friday, March 28th     Grade 5 Reading Session 3  
Monday, March 31st   Grade 4 ELA Session 1   
Tuesday, April 1st    Grade 4 ELA Session 2  
Wed., April 2nd      Grade 4 Long Comp Make-up   
Thurs., April 3rd           Grade 4 ELA Session 3 
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PrincipalÕs Message 
The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requires that all children in grades three to eight be tested yearly in Reading and 
Math. During the next few months, your child will be participating in MassachusettsÕ mandated testing program MCAS 
(Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment Program).  The state has designated two testing blocks, all Reading and 
English Language Arts assessments take place from March 24th through April 3rd and all Math assessments take place from 
May 12th through May 28th.  In addition to testing students in Reading and Math our fifth graders will participate in the 
Science and Technology, Social Science and History assessments in May. The tests are one dimension of our SchoolÕs 
ongoing assessment of student learning and achievement.  We are participating with all other schools in the state.  This 
assessment is designed to provide students, parents, teachers, and the community with information about curriculum, 
instruction, and student achievement. Even though the test is un-timed the state recommends that we schedule at least a 
two-hour block for each session.  Please make every effort to ensure that your child is on time for school as the testing 
sessions begin promptly at 9:00. No students will be admitted to class once a testing session has begun, and they will 
need to makeup the missed session at a later date.  
 
Currently, passing the MCAS test has no impact on student placement for the following year.  At this time, only tenth 
graders need to pass the ELA and Math portions of the MCAS to graduate.  Please be supportive of your chi ldren as they 
take this test. It  is important to remember to compare test achievement to other indicators of student success throughout the 
year.  These indicators include grades, classroom test results, homework, projects, classroom assignments, and 
conferences with teachers and staff.    
 
It is important that the students try their best on this test.  You are a vital partner and you can help by: 

• Making sure that your child has plenty of rest on the nights before testing. 
o Sleepy children have a tough time succeeding academically. ItÕs particularly important for your child to 

get a good nightÕs sleep before the test.  For most elementary school children, 10 hours of sleep every 
night is best.  

• Encouraging your child to do their best.  
o Avoid putting pressure on your child.  Too much pressure can cause test anxiety and lead to worse, not 

better, scores.  Understand that the MCAS are only one way we measure a childÕs ability.  
• Providing a healthy breakfast on testing days.  

o Give your child a healthy breakfast the morning of the test and remember that good nutrition fuels brains 
year-round.  Food high in fat or sugar doesnÕt provide the nutrients children need to do their best.   
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TES ~ Celebrates March Madness 
School Spirit Days  

 
Monday, March 17th  

  St. Patricks’ Day ~Wear Green Day 
Tuesday, March 18th  

Tyngsborough Day ~ Wear Red  
Wednesday, March 19th  

Crazy Hat or Crazy Day  
Thursday, March 20th  

Pajama Day ~ Please wear appropriate PJs.  
A voluntary donation may be made to the Food 
Allergy and Anaphylaxis Network –See flyer by 
Kayleen Larose on back.  

TARGET CUSTOMERS  
Thank you for signing up for the Target School 
Program.  For your purchases the school receives a 
percentage back.  We have been receiving a check 
from Target and appreciate you taking the time to sign 
up at the Target Store to benefit your school. 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
If you are missing any items please ask you child to take a look 
through the Lost & Found. Also, you can also visit the school to 
look for any missing items.  The building is open from 6am – 
6pm.  The lost  and f ound will be donat ed t o a needy 
cause at  t he end of  Mar ch.   
 



  

 


