Elementary Elements

Volume 4, Issue 11 Tyngsborough Elementary School March 14, 2008

Principal® Message
The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requiresthat all childrenin gradesthreeto eight be teded yealy in Reading and
Math. During the next few months, your child will be participating in MassachusettsOmandated teging program MCAS
(Massachusetts Comprehersive Assessmernt Program). The state has dedgnated two teging blocks all Reading and
English Language Arts assessmerts take place from March 24" through April 3 and all Math assesmerts take place from
May 12" through May 28". In addition to teging students in Reading and Math our fifth graders will participate in the
Scierce and Tecmology, Social Science and History assessmerts in May. The teds are one dimension of our SchoolOs
ongoing assessmert of studert learning and achievamernt. We are participating with all other schools in the state. This
assessment is dedsgned to provide studerts, parents, teachers, and the community with information about curriculum,
instruction, and studert achievenent. Eventhough the teg is un-timed the state recanmends that we schedule at least a
two-hour block for each session. Please make ewery effort to endure that your child is on timefor school as the teding
sessions begn promptly at 9:00. No students will be admitted to class once a teding session has begun, and they will
needto makeup the missed session at a later date.

Currently, passing the MCAS ted has no impact on studernt placenert for the following yea. At this time, only terth
graders needto pass the ELA and Math portions of the MCAS to graduate. Please be supportive of your childrenas they
takethisted. It isimportant to remember to compare test achievamert to other indicators of student succes throughout the
yea. Thes indicators include grades classroom ted realts, homewak, project, classroom assignmerts, and
conferenceswith teachers and staff.

It isimportant that the studernts try their beg on thisted. You are a vital partner and you can help by:
* Making sure that your child has plerty of reg on the nights before teging.

o Seepy children have a tough time succeeding acaderically. [tOsparticularly important for your child to
get a good nightOssleepbefore the ted. For most elenertary school children 10 hours of sleepevery
night is bed.

* Encouraging your child to do their bed.

0 Avoid putting pressure on your child. Too much pressure can cause teg anxiety and lead to worse, not

better, scores Understand that the MCAS are only one way we measure a childOsability.
* Providing a hedthy bredkfast on teging days

o Giveyour child a hedthy breakfast the morning of the tes and renember that good nutrition fuels brains

yea-round. Food highin fat or sugar doesnOprovide the nutrierts childrenneedto do their beg.

MCAS Testing Dates TES ~ Celebrates March Madness
Sdaool Sprit Days
Monday, March 24" Grade 3 Reading Session 1
Tuesday, Marchth25th Grade 4 Long. Compogition Monday, March 17*
Wed., March 26 Grade 3 Read}ng Sess%on 2 St. Patricks’ Day ~Wear Green Day
Grade 5 Reading Session 1 Tuesday, March 18"
Thurs., March 27% Grade 3 Reading Session 3 Tyngsborough Day ~ Wear Red
Grade 5 Reading Session 2 Wednesday, March 19"
Friday, March 28" Grade 5 Reading Session 3 Crazy Hat or Crazy Day
Monday, March 31* Grade 4 ELA Session 1 Thursday, March 20"
Tuesday, April 1* Grade 4 ELA Session 2 Pajama Day ~ Please wear appropriate PJs.
Wed., April 2™ Grade 4 Long Comp Make-up A voluntary donation may be made to the Food
Thurs., April 3 Grade 4 ELA Session 3 Allergy and Anaphylaxis Network —See flyer by
Kayleen Larose on back.

LOST AND FOUND TARGET CUSTOMERS
If you are missing any items please ask you child to take a look Thank you for signing up for the Target School
through the Lost & Found. Also, you can also visit the school to Program. For your purchases the school receives a

percentage back. We have been receiving a check
from Target and appreciate you taking the time to sign
up at the Target Store to benefit your school.

look for any missing items. The building is open from 6am —
6pm. The lost and found will be donated to a needy
cause at the end of March.







